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To The Editor, 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. 
Dear Sir 

I have never asked for space in a Church paper 
before, and I would not do so at this time, except 
for the fact that justice to others is involved in the 
matter herewith submitted. 

The Presbyterian Outlook has shown a flattering 
interest in my connection with recent action by 
St. Johns Presbytery. The prominence given to 
the incident in the Outlook for August 4th and in 
subsequent issues of that paper, seems to require a 
factual statement on this matter in fairness to the 
gentlemen who were my hosts on the occasion to 
which reference has been made. 

The record in this case is herewith presented and 
I request that you publish the same at your early 
convenience. 


OVERTURE 
From 
St. 


The Presbytery of Knoxville 

“Whereas, the Reverend Samuel B. Lapsley, a 
member of your Presbytery, has been approaching 
certain individual Elders of several of our churches 
and advocating the organization of a Continuing 
Church, and all this without permission of the 
Sessions, or the Presbytery or knowledge of our 
ministers, 

AND WHEREAS, his labors tend to promote di- 
visions among our people, 

We, therefore, respectfully request the Presby- 
tery of Knoxville to restrain him from laboring 
within our bounds.” 

(Signed) A. R. Larrick, Clerk, 
St. Johns Presbytery 


REPLY 
Of 


The Presbytery of Knoxville 
“To the Members of the Presbytery of St. Johns, 
Brethren: 

We have carefully examined the incident referred 
to us in your overture regarding the visit of Rev- 
erend S. B. Lapsley to Tampa, which is in the 
bounds of your Presbytery. 

We find that Dr. Lapsley visited there a small 
group of Elders and Deacons at their invitation; 
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and his visit to your Presbytery was confined to 
this group. We do not find that he has violated 
any church law and consequently do not believe 
any disciplinary action on our part necessary. 

We extend to the brethren of St. Johns Presby- 
tery our continued prayer for God’s blessing on 
your great and growing Presbytery.” 

(Signed) James L. Fowle 
John McKinnon 
J. B. Hacker, Chairman. 


y 
Tampa Men 
September 8, 1952. 
To Whom It May Concern: 

The Presbyterian Outlook of August 4th, 1952 
carries a featured article entitled: 

“Presbytery Protests Knoxville Minister’s Ac- 
tivities.” 

The second paragraph states that the action re- 
ferred to was taken at the request of certain Elders 
who had been APPROACHED BY THE KNOX- 
VILLE MEMBER. 

Having invited the Reverend Samuel B. Lapsley 
to attend a dinner with us in Tampa, we the fol- 
lowing Elders, Deacons, officers of Presbyterian 
Churches in Tampa and vicinity, on June 24th, 
1952, wish to make it known to any interested 
parties that no one of us nine, who were — 
requested such action by St. Johns Presbyte 
stated in the Outlook, and we furthermore dey 
positively the statements alleged in the Resolution 
adopted by St. Johns Presbytery, as published in 
the Outlook of August 4th. 

Signed 
T. Emmett Anderson, Sr., 
Wm. McLean 
John G. Anderson, Jr., 
H. T. Stearnes 
J. A. Ittle 
George S. Lenfestey 
Michael Miklas 
John M. Dominguez 
Thomas H. Taylor 


COMMUNICATION 


To 
Knoxville Presbytery and 
Reverend Samuel B. Lapsley 
WHEREAS St. Johns Presbytery under date of 


July 8th, 1952, addressed Knoxville Presbytery 
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with reference to certain supposed activities of 
Reverend Samuel B. Lapsley, and 

WHEREAS this session of Presbytery believes 
the above action was taken without sufficient infor- 
mation. 

THEREFORE this session of St. John’s Presby- 
tery rescinds the former action, and expresses its 
apologies to Reverend Samuel B. Lapsley. 

Your courtesy in publishing the above record will 
be appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 
S. B. Lapsley. 


(Editor’s Note: An interesting sidelight in this 
matter is that at its last meeting Knoxville Presby- 
tery by acclamation elected Brother S. B. Lapsley 
as Moderator in nomination for the Spring Meeting 
of that Presbytery.—H.B.D.) 


Morganton, N. C. 
January 22, 1953 
Editor: 


I was delegated to inform you of the action which 
Concord Presbytery took on January 20 relative to 
the state of confusion which has existed at Barium 
Springs for the past year or so. 


You will recall that a Commission appointed by 
the Synod of North Carolina at its meeting last Sep- 
tember carefully studied the whole matter and re- 
ported, in part, as follows: 


“The Commission . . . holds that by virtue of the 
responsibility vested in them by the Synod and by 
their charter, the Board of Regents of the Home 
must have an equal voice in the administration of 
Little Joe’s Church or any organized church related 
to the Orphanage as to the calling and support of the 
pastor of said church and as to the program of Re- 
ligious Education affecting the children of the Or- 
phanage. Therefore, we request the cooperation of 
Concord Presbytery in giving to the church related 
to the Orphanage such special status as will enable 
the Board of Regents of the Orphanage to exercise 
such equal authority.” 


Acting upon this, Concord Presbytery took action 
as follows: 


“In compliance with the request of the Syond’s 
Commission that Concord Presbytery define a work- 
ing relationship between the Presbyterian Orph:n’s 
Home and Little Joe’s Church, it is hereby stated to 
be the will of the Presbytery. 


“(1) That the Church and the Home share equally 
in the support of the pastor of the Church, working 
out immediately a permanent plan for such support: 


“(2) That the Session of the Church and the Board 
of Regents share equally in the program of Christian 
education for the children of the home and agree on 
a workable plan by which to expedite an effective 
program, and 


“(3) That before the calling of a pastor to the 
Church, the Home and the Church confer on pros- 
pects, and that no pastor be called who does not 
meet with the approval of both groups.” 


Sincerely yours, 
Joseph B. Clower, Jr. 


EDITORIAL 
Wonderful News 


Christians join in thanking God and taking cour- 
age over the welcome news that President Eisenhower 
has publicly accepted Christ, been baptized and ad- 
mitted to the church. This is most significant news 
because it is news indicating the putting of God in 
His rightful place and this at the very head of our 
nation. 


That this is a direct answer to the prayers of God's 
people is also a source of joy and comfort. But, our 
prayers must continue to undergird our President 
and uphold his hands. By our prayers he can be 
strengthened to grow in grace and in the knowledge 
and understanding of the Lord. 


Let us take courage and continue to pray: “Bemg 
confident of this very thing, that he which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” 


It May Be 


The trouble with our attitude to Communism to 
the present is the delusion that we can deal with the 
communists as with other people. They are dedicated 
to the complete destruction of our way of life and 
to the subjugation of the world to their tyrrany. De- 
spite this fact we temporize with them, we tolerate 
Russia as a member of the United Nations and we 
adopt the hopeful attitude that some day they will 


change. 


The ecumenical movement simply means the 
“world-wide Church”. There is nothing new in the 
belief that all who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
are members of His Church. The new note which 
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has been injected is that the content—the facts of— 
Christianity must be toned down to accommodate 
the unbeliefs and denials of men on the one hand, 
and that the resulting organization of a watered 
down faith will bear a more effective witness to an 
unbelieving world. Herein lies not only the folly but 
also the ultimate failure of the present-day ecumen- 
ical movement. 


Where Is The Object Of 
Supreme Loyalty? 


We have only recently noticed a copy of an of- 
ficial church magazine* which carries a picture of a 
family that is presumably joining a church. The 
minister is showing them a picture of Christ and un- 
der the picture are the words: “Your answer will de- 
termine what the Church does for Christ”. 


However, the thing which gave us pause—in fact 
it shocked us—is the sub-title under the entire pic- 
ture—"“Do You Promise - - - That You Will Give 
The Church of the Lord Jesus Supreme Loyalty?”. 
Brethren, that is mot Protestantism but the very anti- 
thesis of Protestantism and Presbyterianism. 


We yield to no man in our feeling that members 
of the Church should be loyal to the Church. But, 
the Church is the body of Christ, the Bride, and it is 
Christ Who is and must remain supreme in our 
loyalties. 


Give to the Church the place of supreme loyalty 
and one gives to the ecclesiastical heads and ma- 
chinery of the Church something which belongs alone 
to the Great Head of the Church. 


Have not we learned the lessons of the Reforma- 
tion? Do we wish to set back the pages of history? 
Again and again men have suffered under the tyrrany 
of men, operating in the name of and on behalf of 
the Church of Jesus Christ. 


This matter is one of such grave import, so fraught 
with danger to the Church and the cause of her 
Christ, that it must be recognized and rejected for 
what it is—the interposition of men between man 
and his Lord. No matter how worthy the motive; no 
matter how anxiously we may be to elicit loyalty to 
the Church, this must be won by man’s supreme 
loyalty to Christ first. Churchioloty is Romanism, 
to Protestants Christ is the Head and there can be 
no other. 


Finally, a church or an agency of the church which 
would impose a test of primary loyalty to anything 
other than the Lord Jesus Christ is stepping across 
the bounds of ecclesiastical righteousness and, wit- 
tingly or otherwise, is imposing a form of ecclesi- 
astical tyranny. 


To show that we are not out of order in this con- 


tention we quote herewith from our own Confession 
of Faith: 
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“God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath lef: 
it free from the doctrines and commandments of 
men which are in anything contrary to his word, o1 
beside it in matters of faith and worship.” 


“All synods or councils since the apostoles’ times, 


whether general or particular, may err, and many 
have erred; therefore they are not to be made the 
rule of faith or practice, but to be used as a help to 
both.” 


*The United Presbyterian, Oct. 6, 1952. 


“The Beauty Of Holiness” 
(Psalms 29:2) 


God made everything beautiful; He looked at each 
part of His creative work and saw that “it was good.” 
He filled the earth and sky and sea with beauty, the 
beauty of Nature. 


God made man a beautiful creature; he must have 
been if he was made “in the image of God” for he 
was stamped with the beauty of God, which is the 
“beauty of holiness.” Man did not come from the 
hand of his Creator an ugly “half-gorilla”: No! a 
thousand times, No! I believe that Adam was the 
most beautiful man that God ever made, and Eve was 
the most beautiful woman; for they both had the 
“beauty of holiness.” 


It is SIN that has destroyed much of this beauty; 
that has made an ugly world, and ugly men and 
women. The only way we can have beautiful men 
and women, and a beautiful world is for sin to ke 
removed. This process begins when we are born 
again of the Spirit of God: we are declared to be 
righteous, (justified), and then made righteous, 
(sanctified): we more and more “die unto sin and 
live unto righteousness”; we have the “beauty of 
holiness” as the result. 


Men and women are spending millions of dollars 
trying to be “beautiful”; we have our beauty parlors, 
and our drugstores full of cosmetics, but the only 
lasting beauty comes when we follow God's recipe 
and obtain His beauty—the beauty of holiness. To 
be without spot or blemish is to be supremely beauti- 
ful, and that is God's ideal for His Church and for 
His Children: He cannot be satisfied with less. 


What is the “Beauty of Holiness?” 


The best answer I know is found in Galatians 
5:22,23. It is the beauty of Perfect Love, Perfect 
Joy, Perfect Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, 
Faithfulness, Meekness, Self-control: the fruit of the 
Spirit; the beauty of holiness. 


Paul says, Covet earnestly the best gifts. Oh that 
all of us might covet this gift of God, then shall the 
“beauty of the Lord our God be upon us,” and we 
shall be like Him Whose Beauty, whose GLORY 
fills the universe. —J.K.P. 
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The Promised 
Presence 


The promised presence of the LORD with His 
people runs like a benediction through the Bible. 
As one dwells in Holy Writ, he meets this blessed 
assurance again and again: to Joshua, from David 
to Solomon, through the Psalms, Christ's, Lo 1 am 
with you alway, Paul's persuasion that nothing can 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, Hebrews thirteen, the One like unto 
the Son of Man walking in the midst of the candle 
sticks. 


This promise occurs in the thirty-first of Deuter 
onomy, especially verse eight. There the LORD 
promises to go before the face of His people as they 
obey His command to march boldly into the land of 
Canaan. As He led them through the wilderness in 
a pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, so He 
will continue to go before even though Moses may 
not cross the Jordan. The living God is known as 
He has revealed Himself. The gods of the nations 
are idols, but our God made the heavens. He de- 
livered Israel out of Egypt with a mighty hand and 
an outstretched arm. He became man for us men 
and for our salvation. He raised Jesus our Lord from 
the dead. And as He has acted in the past, so the 
heart of prophecy is that He will act in the future 
bringing His plans to fruition. This is the founda- 
tion of our blessed hope. God goes before our face 
across the Jordan, into to-morrow and every new 
need and problem. His counsel has already mapped 
the way, His hand is there to guide. There are no 
surprises for Him, no unforeseen emergencies He 
cannot meet. 


He will be with thee. Whether bright or blue the 


day He is with us in it. Yea, though | walk through 


the valley of the shadow I will fear no evil for Thou 
art with me. A very present help in time of trouble. 
His Word is: “I will hold thy hand saying unto thee, 
fear not.” 


- His is a sufficient Presence: He will not fail thee. 
The LORD of hosts is the all-sufficient God, all suf- 
ficient for Himself and all-sufficient for His people. 
His all-sufficiency does not mean aloofness. It means 
that His is a life of love and knowledge and blessed 
intercommunion existing even before He made the 
angels. Thus when He made us, not because He 
needed us, but in pure, gracious love, He willed that 
we be and share in His love under that Fatherhood 
of which every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. And He so willed because He chose us in 
Christ and bound us up in the bundle of life and 
the covenant of grace with Him. Since we are graven 
on His hands, He will not fail us. He who has all 
authority in heaven and on earth is with us and these 
other powers that seem so mighty can go no further 
than His fatherly Providence toward us permits. 
Thou shalt not be afraid for the arrow by day nor 
the terror by night. 
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RADIO 


“FACING THESE DAYS WITHOUT 
BEING LOST” 


SYNOD’S EVANGELISTIC SERIES 


WEEK OF FEBRUARY 15 
Synod Speaker 
North Carolina....Rev. C. Linwood Cheshire, Jr. 
Arkansas ................. Rev. James E. Fogartie 
ne Rev. Robert E. Craig 


Check Local Station For Time 


Produced In Co-operation With 
DIVISION OF RADIO & TELEVISION 
BOARD OF CHURCH EXTENSION 


STILLMAN 
COLLEGE 


STILL NEEDS 


$11,700 THIS SCHOOL YEAR FOR 75 
PART-TIME SCHOLARSHIPS 


You Can Help 


These Worthy Youths Get An Education 
That Is Soundly Christian By 
Sending Your Check To 


Stillman College Scholarship Fund 


CARE 
Samuel Burney Hay ... President 
P. O. Box 483 
Alabama 


Tuscaloosa 


A Living Investment 
in American Youth 


e Christian Education Building High Moral Values 
© Fully Accredited; In Liberal Arts Tradition 
© Military Training for Reserve Commissions 


Ciinton, 3. C. Marshall W. Brown, President 


Apartments For Married Students — Korean Veterans 
Sesond Semester Begins January 28, 1968 


Presbyterian Junior Colle 
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Finally, neither will our unfailing Saviour forsake 
us. Though our father and our mother forsake us— 
and they never have—even then the LORD will 
take us up. Though as a parent we be far away from 
our sons just when they need us most, the heavenly 
Father is there—there with power—there with love 
and fellowship—there with a plan for them better 
than any we can imagine. By His presence with 
them and everlasting arms beneath them He will 
bring them through to a nobler manhood and a bet- 
ter to-morrow. —W.C. R. 


They Said Something Else 
By Robert W. Cousar, Jr. 


Perhaps it is a bit alarming to view the number 
of formidable authorities who recently have come 
out as unashamed advocates of universalism: Nicolas 
Berdyaev, William Temple, John Baillie, C. H. 
Dodd, Charles Raven, Herbert Farmer, Nels Ferre, 
and J. A. IT. Robinson. 


The last named author has given the doctrine of 
universal salvation a most winsome expression 
(Scottish Journal of Theology, Vol. 2, p. 139), even 
in the teeth of Emile Brunner’s denouncement of it 
as a “menacing heresy, endangering the Biblical 
faith.” Dr. Robinson’s argument for universalism is 
—as all arguments for universalism must in the end 
of the day be—an essentially philosophic one. Its 
only connection with the Bible is found in its major 
premise—God is love, and its minor premise—God 
is omnipotent, both of which are philosophically 
dealt with. Dr. Robinson ends his article with these 
melodramatic words: 


In a universe of love there can be no heaven 
which tolerates a chamber of horrors, no hell for 
any which does not at the same time make it a 
hell for God. He cannot endure that—for that 
would be the final mockery of His nature—and 
He will not. (p. 155). 


A reply to Dr. Robinson was not long in coming 
forth and from the pen of none other than the chief 
editor of the S.J.T., T. F. Torrence. After an able 
article (S.J.T. Vol. 2, p. 310), Dr. Torrence quotes 
Paul’s words in II Cor. 5:11, 14, 18-20: “Knowing 
therefore the terror of the Lord we persuade men.. . 
be ye reconciled to God,” and closes his article with 
this comment: 


Woe unto us if we preach not the Gospel! 
That is the eschatalogical urgency that we need 
desperately to recover in modern preaching. The 
incredible thing is that by the very preaching of 
the Gospel some should be hardened, that the 
preaching of Christ crucified should be foolish- 
ness unto some while the power of God unto 
those who believe, that it should be a savour of 
life unto life and death unto death. It is the in- 
finite urgency of the situation that life and death 
hang in the balances and that it is possible to 
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choose death as well as life. No doctrine that 
cuts the nerves of that urgency in the Gospel 
can be a doctrine of love, but only an abiding 
menace to the Gospel and to mankind.” (p. 318) 


“Calvin Said...” 
(On What Christ Means To The Christian) 


“If we seek salvation, we are taught by the name 
of Jesus, that it is in Him; if we seek any other gifts 
of the Spirit, they will be found in His unction; 
strength, in His dominion; purity, in His conception; 
indulgence shows itself in His nativity, by which He 
was made to resemble us in all things, that He might 
learn to condole with us; if we seek redemption, it 
will be found in His passion; absolution, in His con- 
demnation; remission of the curse, in His cross; sat- 
isfaction, in His sacrifice; purification, in His blood; 
reconciliation, in His descent into hell; mortification 
of the flesh, in His sepulchre; newness of life and 
immortality, in His resurrection; the inheritance of 
the celestial kingdom, in His entrance into heaven; 
protection, security, abundance, and the enjoyment 
of all blessings, in His kingdom; a fearless expecta- 
tion of the judgment, in the judicial authority com- 
mitted to Him. Finally, blessings of every kind are 
deposited in Him; let us draw from His treasury, 
and from no other source, till our desires are satis- 
fied.’’* 


This is a favorite passage, one frequently quoted. 
The last time I recall seeing it was on the back of 
the Bulletin published by the General Council, some 
three years ago. It deserves to be repeated, for it is 
the classic statement, in Calvin, of the absolute and 
final centrality of Jesus Christ—not simply His teach- 
ings—to the Christian faith. It appears in that part 
of the Institutes in which Calvin discusses the work 
of Christ as Redeemer—as the final, all-embracing 
conclusion. 


*Institutes, I1, xvi, 19. 
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Extraordinary Oscillations 
Embarrass Antediluvians 


The Light Of Modern Science 
Is Cast Upon Old Philosophical 
Dogmatism 


J. V. N. Talmage, B.E. 


Foreword 


No fact in archeology is more firmly established 
than that the earliest members of the human race 
were living in Europe when great ice-sheets advanced 
and retreated over areas which are now densely pop- 
ulated. Though there were other extraordinary oscil- 
lations at the same time, the ice-sheets have made the 
most spectacular news, so that these eras have been 
mis-named the “Ice-Ages”. Non-Christian scientists 
eagerly seized upon these facts as a means Of propa- 
gating their infidelity, and have so skillfully misrep- 
resented the real dates in current literature, especially 
in school text books, that a large portion of the edu- 
cated world has been completely deceived. Indeed 
they have been so successful that many religious lead- 
ers have discarded the historicity of the early chapters 
of Genesis because of supposed conflicts with this 
pseudo-science. On the other hand, many Christians 
who have been convinced beyond a shadow of doubt 
by their own personal experiences that the Bible is 
altogether trustworthy are inclined to look upon these 
stories of stone-age artists hunting reindeer in now 
warm Spain as fairy tales. Other Christians without 
opportunity or inclination to study the real scientific 
issues have attempted to smooth over the supposed 
conflicts by weird interpretations of the Bible. 


The object of these few columns is to show that 
there is absolutely no conflict between the true facts 
of science and the record of Genesis when both are 
correctly interpreted. Since the subject is extremely 
complicated and extends into the realms of several 
branches of science, it took me nine years to investi- 
gate it, and to dig out the real facts from the hard 
matrix of philosophical speculation. Therefore it will 
be obviously impossible to tell the whole story in a 
few columns. Moreover many of the real issues lie 
deeper down in scientific research than most readers 
will care to dig. So I am sure all will understand that 
in these columns we can do little more than outline 
a new avenue of scientific and Christian approach, 
and awaken interest among those that love the Bible. 


If one feels that he does not know much after read- 
ing the entire series, he should be comforted by the 
thought that that little is far more than is known by 
most religious leaders of our church, especially those 
who advertise their doubts about the historicity of 
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the Bible by travelling about lecturing, or by use of 
the printed page, or by teaching students in the 
theological seminarics. The ignorance of these other- 
wise brilliant schoiars on the basic scientific issues in 
this question is appalling. If the reader finds some- 
thing he docs not understand, he should not be dis- 
couraged, for the best scientists in this country admit 
they do not know the underlying principles of the 
so-called “ice-ages”. These are, as Life recently noted, 
“THE GREAT ENIGMA”. 


I am getting along in years and cannot do much 
more in this task, and so I hope that these columns 
will interest some scientifically inclined young men 
and women in order that they may continue this study 
and assist in capturing all the interesting archeologi- 
cal data which the anti-Christian forces have discov- 
ered from its use as an agent of unbelief to a profit- 
able use for the cause of Christ. 


As it is hoped these columns can be published later 
in book form, I trust that readers will favor us with 
their criticisms, their suggestions, their questions and 
their prayers. 


Those Extraordinary 
Oscillations 


Some years ago Dr. R. A. Daly of Harvard wrote 
a very valuable book to which he gave the significant 
title, “The Changing World of the Ice-Age”. As the 
Ante-Diluvian Era became the very closing stage of 
the so-called “Ice-ages”, one must not be surprised to 
learn that it was a time of many extraordinary 
changes and oscillations. Since those ancient men 
lived not only near the oscillating ice-sheets but ap- 
parently throughout the whole world, (even as far 
as Patagonia and Australia before its end), we ought 
to know something about all the various extraordi- 
nary oscillations that embarrassed the earliest mem- 
bers of the human race. Though I have thought of 
those great changes picturesquely as an embarrass- 
ment, all will realize that sometimes things must 
have changed for the better as well as for the worse. 
But the difficulties of the ante-diluvians is now a 
great advantage to our study, for it is from varied 
effects of those oscillations upon the geological for- 
mations of the time that we are able to draw a fairly 
accurate outline of those long hidden ages. Indeed 
we can go back even as far as the very life-time of 
Adam. 


Suppose we could call upon an intelligent educated 
ante-diluvian as Enoch, and ask him, “What oscillat- 
ed?” I am sure he would answer, “Almost every- 
thing”. You and I are accustomed to some changes 
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today, such as night and day, summer and winter, 
but before the Flood there were extraordinary 
changes. 


Almost up to the time of the preparation of the 
Garden of Eden by Jehovah God, for many millen- 
iums the earth had been fairly stable as it is today, 
but suddenly the crust of the earth crumpled up in 
India to form some new mountains, and times of in- 
stability began. The sea-level rose and fell, but very 
unlike the daily tides today; then it rose differentially 
throughout the world varying from a few feet near 
the equator to thousands of feet near the poles, and 
the oscillations took generations to complete. 


The climate also changed greatly from century to 
century in the most extraordinary manner, for the 
climatic zones undulated backward and forward; 
where elephants and hippopotamuses grazed in balmy 
breezes in one age, vast ice-sheets covered the ground 
in another: where fertile fields abounded in Adam's 
day, there was a wide arid desert waste in the times 
of his grandson. Forests crept slowly over the desert 


for hundreds of years and then the desert forced the 
forest to retreat. 


Today there is a magnetic variation of a few de- 
grees, but a compass needle would have oscillated 
over an entire quadrant in the days of Seth. The level 
of the land was tilted first in one direction so that 
a sluggish stream became a beautiful lake, but many 
generations later the land was tilted the other way so 
that a rushing stream flowed where the lake had been. 
Underground springs were unreliable; for ages they 
flowed and then for a similar period remained dry. 


Fauna and flora migrated with the climate, and, 
strangest of all, even the stationary shell-fish on the 
ante-diluvian beaches migrated slowly for hundreds 
of miles. Archeology also shows that mankind too 
was always on the move, often with great rapidity. 


It is interesting to read Gen. 8:21-22 in the light 
of these changss. God promised Noah that these 
times of extraordinary oscillations were about to end. 
When we see the rainbow we need not fear either 
extraordinary floods or extraordinary oscillations. 


The Spirit of God us. The Spirit of Anti-Christ 


By Joseph Samuel Mansfield — Birmingham, Ala. 


We hear a lot about the drawing together and 
uniting of the great Protestant Denominations. W hat 
is the principle upon which the churches should 
unite, and upon which they should divide? 


John, the beloved disciple, said: in John 1, Chap- 
ter 4, verses 2 and 3: “Hereby know ye the Spirit of 
God. Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh is of God. And every spirit that 
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is not of God: and this is that spirit of Anti-Christ, 
whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even 
now already is it in the world.” 


In medieval Christianity, the Church of Rome 
slowly but surely dominated the known world. To 
do so, it used persuasion, trickery, and guile. It bribed. 
It used physical force. It kept men ignorant of the 
Bible. It preyed upon their fears. It succeeded in 
dominating not only the spiritual part of men’s lives, 
but it also succeeded, to an extent difficult to imag- 
ine, in dominating the political, the intellectual, the 
social, and the financial. It held in its grasp the 
world so completely that the dark ages came. We 
think that that combining force was not good. It was 
evil. 


What made it evil? Certainly, two things. First, 
the methods used to bring it to power, and to main- 
tain its relentless dominance. Secondly, what it did 
to Jesus Christ. It robbed Him of His voice, of His 
power, and of His Deity. Men begged the Virgin 
Mary, and the Saints, instead of Christ, to intercede 
for them. The Spirit of Anti-Christ, instead of the 
Spirit of God, prevailed. The Pope of Rome usurped 
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the Headship of Jesus Christ in the Church. 

However, the opposite, a divisive force, was there. 
It was as if a mighty giant lay there asleep. In the 
course of time, that divisive force, like an atomic or 
hydrogen bomb, rent the church into three great 
bodies—the Roman Catholic, the Greek Orthodox, 
and the Protestant. And that divisive force has been 
at work in Protestantism ever since. Its power today 
is not diminished. It is more operative than ever 
before. 

What is that good force that divides? (not every 
divisive force in the church is good.) It is the Holy 
Spirit of God asserting, (1) the Deity of Jesus Christ, 
and (2) His Headship in His church. Whenever 
the spirit of Anti-Christ gets control by devious 
means in an individual church, or in a denomination 
(and that control cannot be broken), the Spirit of 
God begins a divisive, a separative, or simply a with- 
drawal movement, if it can be done peaceably. “Let 
us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, 
bearing his reproach.” (Hebrews 13:13.) 

We sometimes deplore that continual rending, or 
separation, or withdrawal, that gives us so many 
Protestant Denominations. And yet we know, that 
in spite of the evil in it, (the Spirit of Anti-Christ 
brings evil into it), that it is the only way in which 
the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ can keep its 
purity and do its work. This continual dividing, or 
separating, or withdrawal, (whichever you like to 
call it), is a law of life and the law of liberty. If this 
divisive force should cease to operate, the true Church 
of Jesus Christ would cease to be vocal in the world. 


The Spirit of Anti-Christ is not only in the world, 
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which is bad enough, but it is also im the Church, 
which is much worse. 


The Holy Spirit continually inspires and assists us 
to believe in and to be true to Jesus Christ as He is 
plainly set forth in the Bible. But the Spirit of Anti- 
Christ is continually at work seeking to destroy our 
faith in Him. It denies Him completely whenever 
it can. If it cannot deny Him altogether, it limits 
our faith in Him in every way possible, bit by bit, a 
little here, a little there, until in the end it robs Him 
of His Prophethood, of His Deity, of His virgin 
birth, of His vicarious atonement, of His bodily res- 
urrection, of His abiding presence, of His continual 
Kingship, of His ultimate triumph. It robs the 
Church of the hope of His coming again, and of 
heaven. 


The two Presbyteries, of Birmingham, U. S., and 
U. S. A., met together October 13th and 14th, 1952, 
in the Fairfield Highlands Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
Only the business of the two Presbyteries was in sep- 
arate auditoriums. The devotional, and the observ- 
ance of the Lord’s supper, and the two addresses, 
were for both Presbyteries in the main auditorium. 
The two main speakers were from out of the State. 
Qne was a Northern Presbyterian minister, and the 
other a Southern Presbyterian minister. Both spoke 
for union. There were no comments, and no oppor- 
tunity was asked, or given, for those not in favor of 
union to reply, (which was good, for nobody wanted 
a lot of debate of the question in the Presbytery. ) 
However, one of the speakers asserted that the Pres- 
byterian Church is a Constitutional Church, demo- 
cratic in its Operation, and made the plea that if the 
majority of The General Assembly and the Presby- 
teries in the U. S. Church should vote for union, the 
whole Church, not a part of it, should go in. Bur, is 
it democratic to present only one side of a vital issue 
in a Church Court and never give the other side a 
hearing? And is it right for the minority to go into 
the union when it conscientiously believes that the 
Deity and the Headship of the Lord Jesus Christ in 
his church shall be the more imperiled by that union? 


Since the meeting of the two Presbyteries, a Meth- 
odist asked: “What did take place?” I said: “Only 
the side for union had an opportunity to present its 
case.” This Methodist said: “That is just the way 
they put across the union of the three great Meth- 
odist bodies. In all the programs of the Church 
Conferences, there were set speeches for union, and 
not one against union. He continued: “A lot of 
Methodists did not like the way the union was 
railroaded through, while it was being done. And 
since the union has become a fact, many who voted 
for it are dissatisfied with it. Already there has been 
one splinter, growing rapidly, from this great united 
Methodist Church.” 

The Holy Spirit today is continually seeking to 
unite true believers in love through Jesus Christ, as 
He is offered to us in the Bible. The Spirit of Anti- 
Christ is continually seeking to combine men in or- 
ganizations which deny to Jesus Christ His essential 
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Deity, and limit His power to save unto the utmost 
all who come to God through Him. 

There should be the uniting of great Christian 
forces in Christ. But it should not be implemented 
and dominated and controlled by the Spirit of Antt- 
Christ. 

Are we for Jesus Christ as He is presented to us 
in the Biblie? Or, are we for Him in some way, or 
fashion, less than He is presented in the Bible? Ex- 
actly between the two viewpoints there is a seam 
along which there should be division. If logic could 
prevail, there would be a rending asunder into two 
Opposite camps in all the great Protestant Denomina- 
tions; one side led by the Spirit of God, for Jesus 
Christ, and the other against Jesus Christ, and led by 
the Spirit of Anti-Christ. Then, after the division 
(all along the line) there could be a natural reunit- 
ing into two great groups, one led by the Spirit of 
God, and the other led by the Spirit of Anti-Christ. 

But the Spirit of Anti-Christ is against that just 
dividing, and that logical reuniting. It wants to com- 
bine under its own terms and directions, both those 
who believe in Him fully, and those who believe in 
Him only partly; so that the leaven of the Anti-Christ 
may work until the whole is completely leavened— 
until Jesus Christ is accepted only as a good wise 
man, and a great teacher, who lived long ago, and is 
powerless to save. The Spirit of Anti-Christ is a 
subversive power that determines to remain within 
the Church, and to dictate on the inside its every 
belief and policy, its every thought, word, and action. 

Of what does Ezekiel speak in Chapter 21, verse 
27, when he said: “I will overturn, overturn, over- 
turn, it. And it shall be no more, until He come, 
whose right it is; and I will give it Him?” Whatever 
your interpretation of that passage may be, is it not 
true that the Spirit of Anti-Christ is seeking in the 
great ecumenical movement to unite all the Protes- 
tant Denominations into one great organization which 
it can dominate, and can rob Jesus Christ, from with- 
in, of His essential Deity? And is not the Spirit of 
God declaring that He will overturn, overturn, over- 
turn every such effort of the Spirit of Anti-Christ, 
until Jesus Christ Himself shall reign supreme, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, forever, forever, and 
forever? 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR FEBRUARY 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


How Fesus Answered Questions 


Background Scripture: Matthew 22:15- 


46. Devotional Reading: II Corinthians 2: 
14 - 3:6. 


One of the best ways of teaching is to ask and answer questions. But in order for this method to be of 
value those who ask the questions must be sincere see<ers after the truth, not hypocrites, or quibblers. Jesus 
welcomed questions when they came from those who wanted to know the truth. The three questions asked in 
this chapter by different men were ‘‘catch-questions” designed to tempt, or trap the Great Teacher. Those 
who asked these questions were not sincere seekers after truth; they were the enemies of Jesus who sought 


merely to embarrass Him or get Him in trouble 
with the Roman authorities. 


The wise man says we are to “answer a fool ac- 
cording to his folly,” and Paul warns us about useless 
questions which only lead to the subverting of the 
hearers. In our Devotional Reading he tells us that 
preaching is sometimes a savor of death as well as a 
savor of life. Then again, some people are sticklers 
for the letter of the law while they violate or overlook 
its spirit. The Pharisees were of this type. 


There were three classes of Jewish leaders; the 
Pharisees, or patriotic party; the Sadducees, or Skep- 
tics; and the Herodians, or compromising party; 
those who were friendly to the Roman government. 
These parties disagreed with each other, even hated 
each other, but in their common hatred of Jesus they 
were often found working with each other. 


1. The Question of the Pharisees 
and Herodians: 15-22 


These two groups united in asking this question 
which they had no doubt discussed often among 
themselves, for the Pharisees would naturally be op- 
posed to paying tribute to Caesar, while the Hero- 
dians would favor such a course. 


Notice their subtle words which on their unbeliev- 
ing lips were an attempt at flattery. They were true, 
for Jesus was true and taught the way of God in 
truth and did not regard the person of men. In the 
mouth of real followers they would have been a trib- 
ute to the Teacher. Is it lawful to give tribute to 
Caesar or not? 


Jesus saw through their mask of flattery, saw their 
wickedness and answered them in a matchless man- 
ner. His answer was a rebuke to both parties; to the 
proud Pharisees who had to acknowledge they were 
under Roman government, for they used Roman cur- 
rency; and also to the Herodians who were so world- 
ly-minded, for there were duties to God. He told 
them to render to Caesar the things of Caesar, and to 
God the things that are God's. 


In this answer Jesus lays down the foundation for 
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the separation of Church and State. There are three 
theories concerning this relationship. The Roman 
Catholic Church teaches that the State must be sub- 
ject to the Church. Hitler and Stalin and dictators 
of this stripe teach that the Church must be subject 
to the State. Our theory upon which our government 
was founded is complete separation of the two, and 
we believe that this is the only correct view. In Eng- 
land they have the Established Church which is sup- 
ported by the State, but there is freedom for other 
churches. 


This principle applies to our personal relationships 
also. Jesus was careful to conform to the Roman 
laws. Paul tells us to be subject to the higher pow- 
ers, to pay tribute and honor to those in places of 
authority and to obey the laws of the country. Only 
when there is a conflict are we at liberty to disobey. 
Then we must obey God rather than men, as Peter 
told his persecutors. 


Christians make the best of citizens and many gov- 
ernments of the world have recognized this fact. 
There are some even today who persecute and try to 
stamp out Christianity or make it subservient to the 
atheistic beliefs of the men in power. Christians are 
having a hard time in Communist-controlled coun- 
tries. 


The effect of Jesus’ reply is seen in verse 22: 
When they had heard these words, they marvelled, 
and left Him, and went their way. 


Il. The Question of the 
Sadducees; 23-33 


The Sadducees, the skeptics, who believed in nei- 
ther the resurrection, angels, or spirits, bring up the 
hypothetical, and almost impossible case of the seven 
brothers who married the one wife in succession, and 
asked the question, “And last of all the woman died 
also. Therefore in the resurrection whose wife shall 
she be?” 


Jesus in answering this question points out the 
two sources of their very grave error: they did not 
know the Scriptures or the power of God. The 
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Scriptures teach that there is a resurrection, and 
the power of God guarantees it. Is not this the 
source of our unbelief today? If we knew our Bibles 
and the power of God—the simple fact that “there 
is nothing too hard for God’’—we would lose our 
unbelief. God grant us faith in Him and in His 


Holy Word! 


He clears away the other difficulty by stating what 
might have been assumed, namely, that in the resur- 
rection there is no marrying or giving im Marriage. 
Then He proves the truth of the resurrection by 
quoting God as He says, “I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” He is 
not the God of dead men, but of living men. 


Ill. The Lawyer's Question: 
34-40 


He was a Pharisee. His question was im connec- 
tion with the Commandments, or Law, as would be 
natural in a lawyer. It seemed to be one of the ques- 
tions frequently discussed by them. It is strange that 
this was the case for Moses seems to have settled it 
centuries before. (see Deut. 6:5) 


Jesus answers his question fully, not only giving 
him the ‘first but the second also, as He states the 
well-known summary of the Ten Commandments. 


On these two commandments hang all the Law and 
the Prophets. The one word which fulfills the Law 
and sums up the message of the prophets is the one 
word, LOVE. 


IV. The Question of Jesus: 
41-46 


When they stopped their questions, He proceeded 
to ask one Himself. It was a most important ques- 
tion, and one that is pertinent for us when so many 
men are denying the Deity of our Lord. The leaven 
of Unitarianism has permeated many of the churches 
and is sapping the life and power of the Church. It 
explains much of the deadness which exists in all 
parts of the Church. 


He asks it of the Pharisees who were supposed to 
be the believing party of the Jewish Church. What 
think ye of Christ? Whose son is he? They have 
a ready reply, The son of David. Then He points 
sut to them the fact that David calls him Lord. (see 
Psalms 110:1, and Acts 2:34.) No man calls his 
son, Lord. 


This is still the GREAT QUESTION. The Deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ cannot be passed over as a 
minor matter; it is one of the most vital and essential 
doctrines of the Christian Faith. Unbelief here is 
fatal. Unitarianism strikes at the root of Christian- 
ity. If our Savior is a mere man, no matter how 
great or good a man, then He ceases to be a ‘real 
Savior. He must be very God of very God, of the 
same substance, equal in power and glory. 


I would like to dwell on this for a bit, for 1 be- 
lieve it is the great issue before us. Belief or dis- 
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belief in this affects all our other beliefs. If Jesus 
Christ is but a man, then His death on the cross can 
have no value as an atonement for our sins. It would 
be no more than the death of a martyr like Stephen. 
If He is the son of God, then His Sacrifice is suf- 
ficient for the sins of the whole world, and I can 
have my sins washed away and become as white as 
snow. 


The Jews are either Unitarians or skeptics for the 
most part. They are all lost without Christ as Savior. 
To classify them along with Christians is no kindness 
to them. I have no unkind or superior attitude or 
feeling toward the Jews. They are a remarkable 
people. But they are as lost without Christ as they 
were in the days of Paul, and he certainly preached 
to them as lost men. 


This question of Jesus closed the discussion. It 
closes any discussion concerning Jesus. The minimum 
reply which must be made to this question is in the 
words of Peter; Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR FEBRUARY 22 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


“Of The People” - Or Of God 


WORSHIP PROGRAM: 


Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King’ 
Invocation 

Hymn: “Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven” 
Offering 

Scripture: Daniel 4: 28-37 

Prayer 

Hymn: “Jesus Shall Reign’ 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


The expression “of the people” is well known to 
all of us. It comes from the words of Lincoln, spoken 
in the Gettysburg address, with reference to the gov- 
ernment of our nation. The question raised in the 
topic for this evening is basic, for it brings into focus 
this fundamental truth, that God's hand is over man’s 
hand in all the affairs of men and nations. Even a 
government of, by, and for the people is necessarily 
democratic only in form, for in essence it is theo- 
cratic, governed by God, whether or not this fact ts 
acknowledged by men. Let’s consider the matter care- 
fully and prayerfully that we might gain the proper 
perspective with regard to our own attitude as Cit- 
izens of our country and as servants of the Lord. 


FIRST SPEAKER: 

First of all we need to know that “the powers that 
be are ordained of God.” Whether our rulers are 
good or bad does not eliminate the fact that they are 
in positions of authority by the will of God. The 
voice from heaven said to Nebuchadnezzar: “The 
kingdom is departed from thee . . . until thou shalt 
know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of 
men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will.” This 
greatest of all kings, of whom it was said, “Whom 
he would, he slew; and whom he would he kept 
alive;” who had absolute authority in his kingdom, 
was permitted to retain his throne only as God so 
willed. This proud monarch was humbled before the 
Lord, and confessed that God was truly over all, say- 
ing: “I blessed the most High, and I praised and hon- 
oured him that liveth for ever, whose dominion is an 
everlasting dominion, and his kingdom is from gen- 
eration to generation . . . and he doeth according to 
his will . .. among the inhabitants of earth: and none 
can stay his hand, or say unto him, What doest thou?” 
Nebuchadnezzar learned the hard way that God's 
hand is over man’s hand! The psalmist said: “Lift 
not up your horn on high: speak not with a stiff 
neck. For promotion cometh neither from the east, 
nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is 
the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up an- 
other.” When the people of God obeyed His law, 
and walked in righteousness, He gave them good 
rulers. When they disobeyed and rebelled, He gave 
them wicked rulers. As the Levites cried in the days 
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of Nehemiah, “Behold we are servants this day .. . 
unto the kings whom thou hast set over us because 
of our sins.” God casts the final vote in every elec- 
tion; and He alone can establish a throne. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


Peter tells us that we are to “obey every ordinance 
of man for the Lord’s sake.” Certainly if the “powers 
that be are ordained of God”, we should be subject 
to them. However, in just what realms of life will 
this principle apply? Is it just with regard to duly 
constituted authority in government, or is it deeper? 
Perhaps our second speaker has a word on this mat- 
ter. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 


The Bible is very plain on this score. The first 
epistle of Peter deals extensively with this subject. 
In order to honor God, we must honor authority as 
established by God. This does not mean that we 
should obey orders that lead us to violate the com- 
mandments of God, for His authority is final and 
absolute. However, it does mean that we are to obey 
the laws of the land, rendering “unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar's”; that we should be subject 
to those under whose authority we come, such as 
teachers, employers, etc., and certainly we are to be 
subject to the rule of our parents. Though citizens of 
heaven, we should live on earth in accordance with 
the just laws and right principles established under 
God. Peter says, “I beseech you as strangers and pil- 
grims, abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul; having your conversation honest among the 
Gentiles: that, whereas they speak against you as evil 
doers, they may by your good works, which they 
shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation. 
Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s sake: whether it be to the king, as su- 
preme; or unto governors ... for so is the will of 
God, that with well doing ye put to silence the ig- 
norance of foolish men.”’ We are obligated to obey 
and respect all just authority, for God has com- 
manded it. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


As Christians, we are free, not to do as we please, 
but to do that which will please the Lord. Paul re- 
garded himself as a “bond slave” of Jesus Christ. We 
are constrained, not by fear of judgment, but by love 
that fears to offend the One we love, to do the will 
of God. There is no higher use of liberty, no greater 
enjoyment of freedom, than in doing the will of God. 
Thus by being subject to those whose authority He 
has established, we exercise our freedom. Now let us 
hear our third speaker as the matter is brought down 
where we live. 
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THIRD SPEAKER: 


If we are honest with ourselves we will be forced 
to confess that America is the most lawless nation in 
the world. It is hard to admit it, but it is so. Why is 
this? Is it not because we have become careless with 
regard to the matter of being subject to authority? 
Crime experts and leading sociologists tell us that 
there is inadequate parental discipline, amd that a 
breakdown in the home is obviously a definite factor 
in the surge of crime so evident among teen-agcrs. 
Too many young people are allowed to roam the 
streets at will. Late hours of the night find them in 
places of amusement that are questionable. It has 
become a game among young people in many places 
to defy the law and rebel against authority. Student 
strikes, and campus riots have revealed a spirit of 
lawlessness. We should take stock of ourselves and 
examine our own attitude toward authority. Are we 
resentful when we are told to do something by our 
parents, our teachers, or employers? Do we feel that 


we are entitled to do as we please? Do we feel that 
we have no responsibility to God for the way we re- 
act toward the powers ordained of Him? No nation, 
no society, no home can long endure where there is 
no discipline, no respect for authority. Certainly no 
one of us who acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord will 
fail to realize that a government “of the people’, to 
endure, must be subject to the government of God. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

May God help us to be good citizens. The nation 
will be no better than the people, and the people can 
never rightly govern the nation until they them- 
selves are governed of God. Duty fulfilled is not 
bondage but liberty. As Bushnell so clearly states: 
“The moment you can make a very simple discovery; 
viz., that obligation to God is your privilege, and is 
not imposed as a burden, your experience will teach 
you ... that duty is liberty.” People will retain the 
right to govern themselves only as they recognize 
their obligation to be governed of God. 


Women’s Work 


A Chain Of Prayer 
Around The World 


Sounded to drumbeats from the hills of Africa, a 
call to Christians will echo around the world on Feb. 
20, in the 66th observance of the World Day of 
Prayer. The call to prayer is expected to be answered 
by groups gathering in more than 18,000 American 
communities and 114 other nations. The 1953 ob- 
servance will use a service prepared by the women 
of Africa on the theme, “Walk As Children of Light” 
(Eph. 5:8). 


In the United States, the day will be marked in 
some communities by closing of business establish- 
ments, hourly ringing of church bells, and worship 
services in hospitals, factories and homes as well as 
in churches. Proclamations from governors and may- 
ors and announcements by television and radio broad- 
casters will urge support of the observance. 


February 20 should be a day of blessing to al/ peo- 
ple as Christians encircling the globe will lift the 
world to God in prayer. 


Think! Women Think! 


Liquor Advertising Expenditures for 1951— 
$225,000,000. 


The alcoholic beverage industry is spending this 
vast sum—an average of $1.50 on every man, woman 
and child in America—in radio, television, newspa- 
per, magazine, outdoor and other media advertising 
to increase the number of drinkers. 


Of the estimated 67,000,000 drinkers in the U. S.. 
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1,000,000 are dying off annually. To keep their 
business going, the Liquor Industry must get 1,000,- 
000 new drinkers each year. From where? American 
youth. To accomplish this they are spending vast 
millions in advertising. Their trade magazines sub- 
stantiate this: 


SPIRIT, Nov. 1951: “We believe a teen-age mod- 
eration program should be adopted with some real 
strength behind it. We are told this is too ‘ticklish.’ 
We don't agree.” 


BREWERS DIGEST, Sept. 1950: “Television has 
offered the brewers a unique advantage. It has 
opened a vast new market, almost untapped — the 
American Home.” 


—From “Facts” published by 
The National Reform Association 


Pray For The Way 


Bibles For Russia 


There are plenty of Russian Bibles in the United 
States. There is evidence the Bibles would be used 
in Russia. There is no way to send these Bibles into 
the U.S.S.R. in quantity. We have no evidence that 
Scriptures mailed in are delivered. 


These are the plain facts in a situation which is 
much discussed and about which a considerable 
amount of misinformation is being put out. 


Stocks of Russian Bibles 


The American Bible Society has on hand ready for 
shipment to Russia 84,891 Russian Bibles, 193,714 
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Russian New Testaments with Psalms and 522,946 
Russian Gospels. These are all in the Holy Synod 
version and in the new Russian orthography. These 
are from the first editions of Russian Scriptures in 
the new Russian orthography printed on American 
soil. They were published by the American Bible 
Society from 1943 to 1948. 


These Scriptures can be purchased for $1.00 for a 
Bible, 35c for the New Testament with Psalms and 
2c for a Russian Gospel. They are given without 
charge to those who can demonstrate real ability to 
place Scriptures in the hands of Russian speaking 
people who will read them. 


The American Bible Society has publisned 1,698,- 
200 volumes of Scripture in the new Russian orthog- 
raphy. Of this number, it had in stock on December 
1, 1952, 84,891 Bibles, 193,714 New ‘Testaments 
with Psalms and 522,946 Gospels. This means that 
the Society has distributed 896,649 volumes in the 
new Russian orthography. Of this number 220,000 
were shipped into Russia through official channels. 


The Desire for Russian Scriptures 


But do the Russians really want Bibles? Through 
the years they have always been eager to receive the 
Holy Scriptures when the way was open. In 1945 
the Society shipped 5,000 Russian New Testaments 
with Psalms and 100,000 Gospels in the new Russian 
orthography to the Patriarch of Moscow. 


When Metropolitan Gregory of Leningrad and 
Novgorad was in New York in 1947 he stated his 
willingness to accept 200,000 Bibles, 500,000 Russian 
New Testaments with Psalms and 1,000,000 Russian 
Gospels on behalf of the Russian Orthodox Church. 
The American Bible Society at once shipped through 
the Amtorg Trading Corporation all of the Russian 
Scriptures the Society had in stock: 10,000 Russian 
Bibles, 5,000 Russian New Testaments with Psalms, 
100,000 Russian Gospels and 1,000 Ancient Greek 
New Testaments, to the Patriarch Alexei of Moscow 
for distribution to seminaries and to the Russian 


people. 


Letters have been received telling of the delivery 
of these Scriptures and describing the joy with which 
they were welcomed. 


Metropolitan Gregory donated to the American 
Bible Society, in gratitude for the publishing of the 
Scriptures in the new orthography and for making 
the generous offer of Scriptures for Russian, a beau- 
tiful icon showing our Lord holding His hand on an 
open book with the following quotation: 


“A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ve love one another: as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another. 


By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another.” 


—St. John 13:34-35. 
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So far it has not been possible to complete the 
shipment of Scriptures. In the meanwhile, the Ameri- 
can Bible Society has distributed outside the U.S.S.R. 
676,649 copies of the Russian Scriptures in the Holy 
Synod version and in the new orthography. There is, 
of course, no way of knowing hcw many of these 
may have gone into Russia. We do know Russian 
people have received the Scriptures with eagerness 
when they are able to get copies. 


Why Not Smuggle Bibles to Russia? 


If it were possible to smuggle Scriptures into the 
U.S.S.R., such activity should not be _ publicized. 
There is seldom much smuggling done by a noisy 
smuggler. Published claims and bungling attempts 
by uninformed or ambitious groups can result in 
serious reprisals on Russian Christians and can de- 
stroy Scripture distribution to Christians in border 
countries. 


Russia Will Have the Bible 


The whole history of God's Word in the world 
demonstrates that the people will have the Bible. The 
Ultimate victory is always God's and the Bible always 
breaks through to the people. 


Pray for the Way 


The struggle of the Russian people for the Bible 
has been long and hard. Today the Russian Scrip- 
tures are printed and ready for shipment. The Rus- 
sian people have ever shown a desire for the Scrip- 
tures. But the way is not now open. These are 
days when American Christians must pray and wait 
upon the Lord. Our horror of atheism must not be 
allowed to stampede us into rash actions which are 
not of the Lord. We must guard against false 
prophets. Church leaders and our American Bible 
Society are alert and ready. Our prayers can hasten 
the opening of the way. 


—Robert T. Taylor, General Secretary 
American Bible Society. 


Church News 


Norfolk Presbytery 


Norfolk Presbytery met in its 160th stated session 
Tuesday, January 20th, 1953, in the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Hampton, Virginia. The Rev. Royce 
K. McDonald, pastor of the Second Presbyterian 
Church of Norfolk, Virginia preached. This is the 
first meeting to be held in their new building, five 
meetings having been held in their building at the 
old location. The Rev. W. J. B. Livingston, D.D., is 
the pastor. There were 34 ministers of the Presby- 
tery present with 33 ruling elders. Five chaplains 
from various branches of the militarv services were 
present as visiting brethren. Ruling Elder George 
T. Abernathy of the First Presbyterian Church, New- 
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port News was elected Moderator, Rev. James H. 
Wade, Vice-Moderator and Rev. George M. Apper- 
son, Jr., Temporary Clerk. 


Dr. Livingston and the members of the church 
thoughtfully placed a television set in the dining 
room of the church and the Presbytery recessed with 
prayer for the country and its new leaders that all 
might view the inauguration of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower before the afternoon session. 


The Rev. James I. Lowry presented Chaplain R. L. 
Stamper, who had recently visited our churches in 
various locations in Korea and gave first hand in- 
formation in connection with the report on World 
Missions. The Rev. James H. Wade presented the 
Rev. R. S. Hodges, Jr., who is speaking at a series 
of conferences on stewardship in various locations in 
the presbytery. He spoke of our obligations to sup- 
port the activities of our great church. 


The proposed changes in the Book of Church Or- 
der were approved. The matter of Marriage, Divorce 
and Remarriage was studied and the matter was re- 
ferred to the ministers individually and the sessions 
of the churches for further study and the action was 
docketed for the spring session. 


The Rev. Harold McQueen Shields, pastor of the 
Knox Church of Norfolk for the past ten years of- 
fered his resignation and was dismissed to the Pres- 
bytery of Atlanta that he may accept a call to the 
First Presbyterian Church of Griffin, Georgia. Two 
candidates, George Doyle Heath, of First Church, 
Norfolk, Va., and James Eugene Steele, Armstrong 
Memorial Church, Norfolk, Va., were received under 
the care of the presbytery. The next stated meeting 
is to be in the Royster Memorial Church on April 
2 Ist. 


Report On Meeting Of 
Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem convened for its 
Adjourned Winter Meeting in the First Presbyterian 
Church of North Wilkesboro, N. C., January 10, 1953 
10:00 A. M. with 23 ministers and 20 Ruling Elders 
present. 


The Devotional Service was led by the Rey. J. T. 
Barham. Presbytery was called to order by the Mod- 
erator, the Rev. Robert A. White, Jr. It was the 
first time the Presbytery had met im the North 
Wilkesboro Church since the completion of their 
beautiful Sanctuary; Rev. James B. MacLead is the 
Pastor. 


The Rev. Harry Barnett was received by transfer 
from the Presbytery of Holston and a commission 
was appoint<d to install him pastor of the Flat Rock 
Church. 


Candidate Ray King was dismissed to Winchester 
Presbytery and Candidate Raymond A. Horn was re- 
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ceived from Concord Presbytery. All of the amend- 
ments to the Book of Church Order were approved. 


The Presbytery heard with pleasure an address on 
World Missions by Rev. Gaston Hoyle; Rev. Milton 
B. Faust was presented to Presbytery and spoke brief- 
ly on his work as the new Director of Evangelism 
of the Synod. 


The following were elected commissioners to the 
1953 General Assembly: Ministers—Revs. Gaston 
Boyle and W. R. Smith, Jr., principals with Revs. 
Sinclair Tebe and James B. MacLeod alternates. Rul- 
ing Elders—Mr. Kermit Cloninger (Thomasville 
First), Thomasville, N. C., and Mr. Carey G. Swain 
(Lexington First), Lexington, N. C., principals with 
Mr. B. B. Eldridge (Glade Valley), Glade Valley, 
N. C., and Mr. Lester Sheppard (Asbury), Re. 2, 
Mount Airy, N. C., alternates. 


The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will be 
held in April at the Glade Valley Church. 
J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Flora Macdonald College 
Red Springs, N. C. 


Flora Macdonald College is the first church-related 
college in America to offer the facilities of a Voca- 
tional Guidance Clinic using modern psychological 
technique with a Christian philosophy of vocation to 
people outside the college community. 


The new department, opened last September with 
Professor Rodger W. Decker of New York, a trained 
psychologist, as its head, and its functions embrace 
in addition to Flora Macdonald students, the young 
people in schools and churches throughout the com- 
munity. A similar clinic was established at Hamp- 
den Sydney College in Virginia, this month, and plans 
are being made for others at Presbyterian College, 
Clinton, S. C., Austin College in Texas, and other 
church-related colleges. 


The object of the clinic is to aid young people, in- 
cluding high school juniors and seniors, in vocation- 
al, educational, and personal problems, and Mr. Deck- 
ers time and all the resources of his well-equipped 
office, are available for scheduled interviews at all 
times. 


Dallas H. Smith, Director of Vocational Guidance 
for the Division of Higher Education, Board of 
Christian Education in Richmond, Virginia, coop- 
erates with Professor Decker in this program, and 
during the fall months, joined him in conducting a 
series of conferences in Wilmington, Orange, and 
Fayetteville Presbyteries, explaining to educational 
leaders in the churches and communities, the purpose 
of the center. Young people throughout these Pres- 
byteries and other areas of eastern North Carolina 
have the privilege of making appointments with Pro- 
fessor Decker for conferences. The only cost to stu- 
dents is travel and entertainment. This Counselling 
program stresses chiefly the concept that for the 
Christian, “Every Occupation is a Christian Calling.” 
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